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What Is the Deepest Truth?
I’m thrilled that we have such an apparent thirst for understanding 
at Redeemer. Lutherans have always enjoyed a strong tradition of 
learning and application. We love to get deeper into the truth of our 
faith. In fact, our primary understanding of the pastoral offi  ce is the 
purpose of preaching and teaching.

As most of you know, pastors do much more than preach and teach, 
even though those make up our primary Calling. Just ask a pastor 
what makes up his week, and he will likely convey to you a diverse list 
of planning, executing, and coaching along with his preaching and 
teaching duties and preparations.

The same is true for all Christians. We are not just Sunday operators. 
We worship and learn on Saturdays and Sundays (depending on your 
worship preference), but we practice all throughout the week. And 
that practice is where the depth of our faith is expressed. I � nd myself 
more and more convinced that God has really turned our world 
upside down in this way.

What do I mean?
I mean that what we call “deeper knowledge” is really not that at 
all! The deepest knowledge we can have is to know Christ, and Him 
cruci� ed. Paul writes these words to encourage us in our quest for 
deep meaning in life. As we get into the “deeper truths,” we often 
� nd ourselves veering away from our focus on the “simple truth” of 
Christ’s cruci� xion.

That should not be.
The goal of your pastors’ preaching and teaching is to make that 
solitary, pinnacle truth more relatable to you so that you can speak 
about it in witness; so that you can see the events of your life in 
context; and so that you can bring good news into the world – not just 
hear it on Sunday!

So here is my invitation to you: Focus on Christ, and Him cruci� ed. 
That is the pinnacle truth. As we continue on with this knowledge, 
and hear it preached and taught, let it lead you to its intended point. 
Its intended point is you, witnessing to others your faith in God’s love 
and forgiveness for all people. God’s Word creates that faith, and it 
is God’s Word that we see on the cross and in the empty tomb. He is 
living! And he lives for you.

Sincerely,
Pastor Philip Doublestein

Pastor Philip Doublestein
Assosciate Pastor



Service Project Donations

This year children will be assembling personal care bags for the 
Dream Center. We are in need of the following items:

• Shampoo & conditioner
• Body wash
• Toothpaste & toothbrushes

All items should be full size (no travel size or hotel items). Drop 
items off  in the container in the lobby or turn them into Jen 
Roettjer or the church offi  ce during the week. We would love your 
help in reaching our goal of � lling 200 bags and blessing others in 
our community!

Registration

At The Incredible Race is the week kids will sing songs, make crafts, 
play games, and more as they race around the world and discover 
that we are all part of the same family!

Register at redeemerlutheran.com/vbs

Volunteers

With 300+ children from Redeemer and the Peoria community 
joining us for VBS, we will need help with crafts, games, and 
snacks. Shepherds and junior shepherds are also needed to lead 
kids around to the various stations. 
Contact Jen at jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com.  

Vacation Bible School: June 17 - 21



NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS

Dorcas Circle

All ladies are invited to be our 
guests at the annual salad 
supper on May 13 at 6:00 p.m. 
in Miller Hall. Come join us for 
a tasty meal and a fun evening. 

Looking forward to seeing you 
on the 13th!

Golf Outing

This year’s Redeemer Youth 
Golf Outing will be held at Laurel 
Greens on May 18. 

Learn more and register online at 
redeemerlutheran.com/events.

Redeemer Night at Industry

Come socialize with others from 
Redeemer at Industry Brewing 
Company (off  Pioneer Parkway 
near Mt. Hawley Bowl) on May 5 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Snacks will be provided. 
Order dinner and drinks if you like. 
See you there!

Life Line Screening

Life Line Screening will be off ered at Redeemer 
on June 24.  Five screenings will scan for potential 
health problems related to blocked arteries, 
abdominal aortic aneurysms, hardening of the 
arteries, atrial � brillation, and bone density. Cost is 
$139 and all � ve screenings will take 60-90 minutes 
to complete. 

Call 1-888-653-6441,
Visit lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or
Text the word circle to 797979.

A Mighty Mite Minute

Praise God from whom all blessings fl ow!  
God has enabled Lutheran Women in 
Mission to fund all LWML Mite Mission 
Grants. Your generous donations here in the 
Central Illinois District (CID) funded grants 
totaling $90,000 with 75% remaining within 
the district and 25% forwarded to support the 
national Mite Mission Grants in the amount 
of $2,075,000.  How mightily the Lord works 
through our Mite donations! 

As we worship on June 25-26,2019, 
we will have an opportunity to join in this 
Mighty Mite Mission. 

Watch for more information.

60+ Group Dining Out with Friends 

Bob and Marcy Lueders are hosting our annual  
Dining Out With Friends on Friday, May 24, 5:30 
p.m., at Weaver Ridge Golf Club. There will be 
complimentary appetizers available provided 
by the club. We have room for 24 people, so 
reserve early by signing up on the bulletin 
board in the offi  ce hallway or by calling Marcy 
at 692-8076 or emailing her at luedersjr@
sbcglobal.net. Come and enjoy Christian 
fellowship with friends new and old! 



Acolyte Training

We are looking for new acolytes! Acolyte 
training sessions will be held  on Tuesday, 
May 7, and Wednesday, May 8, at 4:30 
p.m. in the Sanctuary for those who are in 
4th-7th grade. If you have been an acolyte 
for a while and would like a refresher, stop 
on by! We would love for you to join us and 
help out with this important ministry at 
Redeemer. 

If you have any questions about being an 
acolyte, contact Jen Roettjer at jennifer.
roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com or Amy 
Bye, our acolyte coordinator, at byejs@
yahoo.com.

Con� rmation Meeting

Want to learn more about con� rmation 
at Redeemer? Next year’s 6th, 7th, and 
8th graders, who have not been a part of 
con� rmation, are invited to hear about what the 
process looks like to get con� rmed. We will meet 
in Miller Hall on Wednesday, May 8, at 6:00 p.m. 
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Phil or 
Jen. 

If you are not able to attend, please contact 
either Pastor Phil or Jen to set up a pre-
con� rmation meeting to determine your 
schedule and answer any questions. 

Rock Climbing

KFC and SLAM will be rock climbing at First Ascent, 
Peoria’s newest rock climbing location. All 1st through 
5th graders are invited to join us on Friday, May 17, 
from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

The cost for this event will be $10 per child. In order 
to ensure the safety of those climbing, we are limited 
to the number of people we can bring. To reserve your 
spot, please pay your $10 to Jen Roettjer. We hope to 
see you there for this exciting activity!

Summer Volunteer Opportunities 
for High Schoolers

Are you in need of community service 
volunteer hours for school or college 
applications? Consider volunteering at 
the food pantry this summer. The pantry 
is looking for volunteers to help unload 
deliveries or complete other projects 
several times per month. 

Contact Janet Uken for more 
information at jsuken@comcast.net 
or 217-620-8731.

Love Packages

Love packages, a Christian 
literature recycling ministry, is 
collecting new and used Bibles, 
Christian books, Portals of Prayer, 
devotionals, and Christian CDs to 
ship to the mission � eld. 

You can drop them off  in the box 
under the Information Center. 

60+: Let’s Go Out to the Ball Game!

Come join the Auers and the Kruses for a fun afternoon 
at the Peoria Chiefs game at Dozer Park! The game 
is on Sunday, May 19, at 2:00 p.m. We have reserved 
seating in a great section just off  the concourse with 
aisle seats available. Tickets are $5 per person and must 
be purchased by May 14. You will � nd a sign up sheet on 
the bulletin board in the offi  ce hallway and a box marked 
Chief’s Game for your check. 

Please make it out to Redeemer Lutheran with memo 
note: Chief’s Game. Seating is limited so sign up early! 
If you have any questions, call Ken and Rhonda Kruse at 
694-2939 or Dave and Becky Auer at 370-5169. Show 
loyalty to your favorite ball team and wear your team gear! 
We hope to see you at the  ol’ ball game!



ELC Calendar
 
Spring Concert
Wednesday, May 1 6:30 p.m.

End of the Year Picnic
Friday, May 10 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
In the field north of the parking lot

Preschool Graduation
Wednesday, May 15 6:30 p.m.

Last Day of Preschool
Tuesday, May 14 2 year olds
Wednesday, May 15 3 year olds and Pre-K

Summer Camp Begins 
Monday, June 3

Redeemer Early Learning Center
 
Preschool is out in May, but our childcare  program 
operates year-round. There will be squeals of laughter 
heard in our hallways through the summer months. We are 
continuing to accept enrollment for our 2019/20 school 
year throughout the summer. 

Our school age summer camp program begins Monday, 
June 3. Summer camp is a 10-week program with lots of 
fun activities for children from ages 5 (that have completed 
kindergarten) – 12 years. We have information and 
enrollment forms at redeemerelc.com. Don’t delay!  May 14 
is the deadline to have the registration fee and enrollment 
forms submitted to the RELC office.

309-691-2333 ext. 15
redeemerelc.com
facebook.com/redeemerelc

ENROLLMENT FOR 2019-2020 IS NOW OPEN

REDEEMER
Early Learning Center

Preschool & Childcare

Easter Egg Hunt 2019



Tithes & Off erings

Actual $450,054

Budget $456,402

98.6%

Average Attendance
552

Followers on Instagram
153

March 2019

Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project
A book drive for this ministry will be held May 18 -June 9. Here is how you can help:

• Donate new books to during our book drive.
• Donate money to off set the cost of shipping the books and recordings to the prisoners’ 

children (cash or checks made out to Redeemer). Each envelope costs $3-5 to send. 
• Pray for the prisoners, their families, and those caring for their children.

All books donated MUST BE BRAND NEW. These books are a gift and we want the children to 
feel that they are worth something special. AMSBP requests books that represent a diverse 
population. They serve a large number of children of color and are always in need of books 
sensitive to their cultures. We need soft backed books except for the board books for very small 
children.  

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Price at lejo4school@yahoo.com or 847-707-
8075 (text or call).

PICK UP A LIST OF SUGGESTED BOOKS AT THE INFORMATION CENTER

Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project (AMSBP) is a prison ministry we will be participating in to help keep children in touch with 
their incarcerated parent. A small library of books are taken into a prison, where the inmates can select a book and are 
recorded as they read part of it. The book and recording are then sent to the child, enabling them to hear the voice of 
their parent as they follow along.  

Care Ministry Volunteers

Volunteers are vital to the operation of Care Ministry. Earlier this spring, we hosted a luncheon to thank 
our volunteers who help in the food pantry bagging groceries, greeting guests, picking up food, and 
unloading deliveries among other things. Our volunteers have fun sharing fellowship with each other and 
demonstrating Christ’s love by serving our guests. We are blessed to have a great team of volunteers. 
If you are interested in joining in this ministry contact Janet Uken at jsuken@comcast.net
Here’s what some of our volunteers are saying:
“I enjoy watching their (guests) face as they light up after receiving their needs”

“I love giving back to others. You can’t beat God giving.”

“I have a servant’s heart and enjoy doing things for other people, especially the truly needy.”  



Chip Winter Senior Pastor ext. 13
chip.winter@redeemerlutheran.com

Philip Doublestein Pastor, Youth & Young Adult ext. 29
philip.doublestein@redeemerlutheran.com

Phyllis Call Care Ministry ext. 35
phyllis.call@redeemerlutheran.com

Johanna Harms Administrative Assistant ext. 10
johanna.harms@redeemerlutheran.com

Scott Ibe Worship and Music ext. 16
scott.ibe@redeemerlutheran.com

Katie Lunzman Communications ext. 18
katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.com

Angie Phillips Care Ministry ext. 30
angela.phillips@redeemerlutheran.com

Louisa Pummill Early Learning Center ext. 28
louisa.pummill@redeemerlutheran.com

Jennifer Roettjer Children’s Ministry ext. 31
jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com

Jeff Schlatter Building, Grounds & Facility Use ext. 25
jeff.schlatter@redeemerlutheran.com

Jeff Shoumaker Missions/Small Groups ext. 14
jeff.shoumaker@redeemerlutheran.com

Sue Skahill Early Learning Center ext. 15
sue.skahill@redeemerlutheran.com

Jamie Wisely Business/HR Manager ext. 11
jamie.wisely@redeemerlutheran.com

Ron Miller Visitation Pastor

Tara Barker Nursery Coordinator 309-453-8764

Staff

6801 N. Allen Road
Peoria, IL 61614
309-691-2333
redeemerlutheran.com
facebook.com/redeemerpeoria
redeemerpeoria

Sunday worship is at 8:15 a.m. 
(traditional) and 10:45 a.m. 
(contemporary) with Bible study hour 
and Sunday school at 9:40 a.m.

Saturday evening worship is at 5:30 p.m.

The church office is open 8:30 - 4:30 M-F

Redeemer
Lutheran Church

Important Dates

May 4-11: Men’s Mission Trip to Appalachia
May 5: Redeemer Night at Industry
May 7-8: Acolyte Training
May 8: Confirmation Meeting
May 12: Mother’s Day
May 13: Dorcas Circle
May 18: Golf Outing
May 19: 60+ Chief’s Game
May 17: 1st - 5th Grade Rock Climbing
May 24: 60+ Dinner with Friends
May 27: Church Office Closed for Memorial Day
June 17-21: Vacation Bible School
June 24: Life Line Screening
September 29: Church Picnic

Submissions for Redeemer Connection are due on 
the 20th of each month. Articles may be submitted 

by emailing katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.
com or by using the Communication Request link at 

redeemerlutheran.com.

Thank you to 
our Garden Club 

for helping 
to make our 

facility beautiful!


