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Pastor’s Blog 

The Scope of Ministry
This past week, while friend and associate Phil was attending the Best 
Practices conference for LCMS congregations in Arizona, the pastoral 
responsibilities were solely mine. And in that week, as I shared with the 
Bible class, we ran the gambit of pastoral ministry.

There were two baptisms this weekend: a little boy on Saturday and 
a little girl on Sunday. Both were wonderful celebrations as family 
members from near and far (Wisconsin and Kentucky) gathered and 
God’s grace was extended. God bless Clayton and Derby with strong 
faith and long life!

There were also times to attend to matters at the end of life. During a 
hospital visit I was able to share the service of the Commendation of 
the Dying with a husband and wife as she was facing the last days of her 
life among us. Also, on this past Saturday there was a visitation for a 
family mourning the death of a son in his early 20s. Sad events, without 
doubt, but events in which the news of the death and resurrection of 
Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting is essential.

These latter events, above, necessitated the former. It was the advent 
of sin in this world that led to the inevitability of death, the wages of 
sin. Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned. Romans 5:12.

Thankfully, our God did not leave us in our misery, but addressed our 
need for salvation with His own sacrifice and resurrection. Because of 
that, the former events mentioned above bring us hope and comfort 
amidst events like the latter. Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. Romans 6:3-4.

God’s blessings to you as you walk in that newness of life today. And 
God bring you comfort as you remember your baptism and how, in that, 
God has promised you life as His child in the kingdom new and glorious 
upon Christ Jesus’ return.

Post from February 25, 2019 
To see more, visit redeemerlutheran.com/winter-blog 

Pastor Chip Winter
Senior Pastor



It’s been a few years since the last women’s conference 
was held at Redeemer, so we are excited to have Renee 
Bondi as our guest speaker here on March 29 & 30.

We’re only a few weeks away and we’re hoping that all 
you ladies will consider joining us! (No o� ense, men.)

Renee has provided us with a video in which you can 
get a taste of her sparkling personality and a preview 
of what she will be sharing with us. You can watch it at 
redeemerlutheran.com/conference.

Super Important Stuff 

• Sign up by March 8 for the early bird price of $35. (Or bring your group of eight for 
$200) This will also help us to plan for how many to expect.

• After March 8, the registration fee is $40. 

• Last day to register is March 22.

• The registration fee includes a light breakfast and box lunch on Saturday.

• If you can’t commit to both days, come for the Friday night session for only $10.

INSPIRE
Women’s Conf�ence

ENCOURAGE

REGISTER ONLINE AT REDEEMERLUTHERAN.COM/CONFERENCE



The Turning Point of the Cross will be the theme guiding our 
Lenten midweek services. We will take a deeper look into how 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ a� ected those the Bible 
records as being near at the time of His crucifi xion. 

The characters under review are:

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea
The Turn from Caution to Courage

The Centurion
Turn of the Battle-Hardened 

Mary and the Women
Turn to Christ and to what He Provides

Criminals Cruci� ed with Jesus
One must either turn toward or turn away 
and the results are eternal

John
Courage to Stay There, Returning after Flight 

Peter
Courage in Restoration from Fear and Grief

Please set aside time to share a meal and then take part in 
worship either at the 12:15 service or the 6:00 p.m. service 
each Wednesday, beginning March 6.

Lent services follow the schedule below 
every Wednesday from March 6 - April 10 

11:30 a.m. Meal 
12:15 p.m. Worship

5:00 p.m. Meal
6:00 p.m. Worship



NEWS
Dorcas Circle

Dorcas Circle will meet in Miller Hall on March 11 at 7:00 p.m. Please plan 
to attend so we can fi nalize our menu and help schedule for our Lenten 
supper on March 13. It will be good to be together since we missed our 
February meeting because of nasty weather. See you on the 11th!

Did You Know That About Peoria?

You may be wonderfully surprised to see and hear about Peoria’s history 
as told by Redeemer member and local historian, Gary Ebeling. Come and 
joi the 60+ Group as Gary takes us back to fascinating times and places 
on Thursday, March 14, beginning at 11:30 a.m. in Miller Hall. A donation 
of $3 will cover the cost of fried chicken and drinks. Please bring a side 
dish to share. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 
o�  ce hallway or you can call 309-370-5169. Come, bring a friend, and 
enjoy lunch and Gary’s presentation! 

Eternal Light & Flowers

Sign up sheets for the 2019 Altar Flowers and Eternal Light memorials or 
honorariums are now available in the o�  ce hallway. Suggested donation 
is $25. Use the special envelope and place it in the o� ering plate. 
For more information, contact Donna Schlatter at 681-1085.

Opportunity to Serve in Tanzania

After seven years of service, our missionaries to Tanzania, Eric and Linda 
Funke, have prayerfully decided to move back to the U.S. in 2020. We join 
them in praying that God will provide new missionaries to live in their 
furnished house in Tanzania and work at their school (teacher, nurse, 
chaplain, social worker, DCE, deaconess, IT person, etc). 

Learn more about this opportunity at www.globallutheranoutreach.com/
blog/funke/newsletters. Eric and Linda would love to have potential new 
missionaries come out to visit them in Tanzania in the next few months. 
If you are interested in this opportunity or know someone who might be 
interested, please email linda.funke@globallutheranoutreach.com.

LWGP Easter Parade Style Show and Tea

The Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria present the fourth “Easter 
Parade” Style Show and Tea at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 6, at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 1427 W. Lake Ave. in Peoria. Models will show o�  
some of the delightful spring styles available at The Church Mouse while 
everyone enjoys co� ee, � avored teas, and “English Tea Room” type 
desserts. Door prizes, ra�  es, and more will round out the afternoon.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12. Call 309-697-
5762 or your LWGP delegate for reservations. Groups can reserve tables 
together on a fi rst come, fi rst serve basis. Proceeds go to Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois Children’s Programs. If you are interested in being a 
model, call 309-697-5762.



SCHOOL
SUNDAY

Sundays at 9:40 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 13, 9:30 a.m.
Redeemer’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt is coming soon. We’ll have 
fun activities, tons of eggs fi lled with goodies, and more. 
We can’t wait to see you there! 

Registration and activities open at 9:30 a.m.
0-2s Easter Egg Hunt: 10:05
3-5s Easter Egg Hunt: 10:15
6 and up Easter Egg Hunt: 10:25

We need a few canopy tents and volunteers to make this a 
successful event for our children and community.Contact Jen 
at jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com if you can help.

VBS Volunteers

Our church has a great opportunity to spread 
God’s word to our community through Vacation 
Bible School. Would you like to join us in making a 
di� erence in these kids’ lives? 

We’re looking for volunteers in these areas:

• Crafts
• Games
• Snacks
• Lots of shepherds and junior shepherds 
         to lead kids around to the stations. 

VBS runs from June 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. each day. If you would like more information 
about any of the positions available, please contact 
Jen at jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com.  

Sign up online at redeemerlutheran.com/vbs June 17-21



Each month, the food pantry receives 
USDA government commodities at 
no cost to us.   These are an important 
part of the food bag that each guest 
receives.  The amount of commodities 
we receive is based on the number of 
guests we serve at the pantry. 

Sometimes the commodities are as 
simple as a jar of peanut butter. Other 
times, the commodities are unique, like 
frozen catfi sh.   Often, we are blessed 
to receive frozen chickens or ground 
beef.  The commodities are delivered 
the fi rst Tuesday of each month with 
the help of our volunteers who unload 
the truck.  

If you are interested in a volunteer 
opportunity for just 1-2 hours per 
month and are able to lift, please 
consider joining the pantry delivery 
volunteer crew.  Contact Janet Uken at 
jsuken@comcast.net.

Tithes & O� erings

Actual $108,416

Budget $126,376

85.8%

Average Attendance
462

First Time Visitors
7

How are We Growing Out?
I visited someone who needs God’s love 
when I extended my sympathy to my 
neighbors. Their 90-year-old father had 
passed away prior to the holidays.  

My neighbors are Christians and are 
members of a local Catholic Church. 
 I comforted them at the time of their 
loss. I delivered food and told them 
that I will continue to pray for their 
family as they grieve. I showed God’s 
love in a tangible way that they greatly 
appreciated. 

Our family prays aloud at each meal and 
bedtime. Our 5-year-old daughter was 
frustrated because she didn’t know what 
to say. I gently explained that talking to 
God was like talking to your best friend.  
She thought about that and told us she 
needed to fi gure out what to say. I sent 
up a silent prayer that our little girl would 
be fi lled with the Holy Spirit and that she 
would be given the words to say and be 
bold in her prayer. My prayers were clearly 
answered. Our daughter jumped up and 
prayed one amazing prayer, fi lled beyond 
her 5-year-old wisdom. It was rewarding 
and powerful to have my prayer answered 
so quickly and so specifi cally.  

One afternoon last week I visited a new 
mom and brought gifts for the older 
siblings. The infant had been awake 
every night and the mom was physically 
exhausted. 

Realizing that her newborn was in good 
hands, I let her take a nap and I simply 
held the baby. When she woke up, she 
told me that was the best gift ever.  I 
understood. Been there, done that. 

We collected 58 bears 
for Cuddles for Kids. 

Thank You!

Our HALO board served a meal 
for 50 family members who were 
at OSF with their little ones. 
During these times of challenge 
we are experiencing in our 
government for the right to life, 
we as Christ followers should 
show love and support to those 
dealing with life issues.
Thanks to Betsy Wischover, Barb 
Bruns, and Ellen Price for making 
this such a success. To God be 
the Glory!

January 2019

CARE MINISTRY



Chip Winter Senior Pastor ext. 13
chip.winter@redeemerlutheran.com

Philip Doublestein Pastor, Youth & Young Adult ext. 29
philip.doublestein@redeemerlutheran.com

Phyllis Call Care Ministry ext. 35
phyllis.call@redeemerlutheran.com

Scott Ibe Worship and Music ext. 16
scott.ibe@redeemerlutheran.com

Katie Lunzman Communications ext. 18
katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.com

Angie Phillips Care Ministry ext. 30
angela.phillips@redeemerlutheran.com

Louisa Pummill Early Learning Center ext. 28
louisa.pummill@redeemerlutheran.com

Jennifer Roettjer Children’s Ministry ext. 31
jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com

Je�  Schlatter Building, Grounds & Facility Use ext. 25
jeff .schlatter@redeemerlutheran.com

Je�  Shoumaker Missions/Small Groups ext. 14
jeff .shoumaker@redeemerlutheran.com

Sue Skahill Early Learning Center ext. 15
sue.skahill@redeemerlutheran.com

Jamie Wisely Business/HR Manager ext. 11
jamie.wisely@redeemerlutheran.com

Ron Miller Visitation Pastor

Tara Barker Nursery Coordinator 309-453-8764

Sta� 

6801 N. Allen Road
Peoria, IL 61614
309-691-2333
redeemerlutheran.com
facebook.com/redeemerpeoria
redeemerpeoria

Sunday worship is at 8:15 a.m. 
(traditional) and 10:45 a.m. 
(contemporary) with Bible study hour 
and Sunday school at 9:40 a.m.

Saturday evening worship is at 5:30 p.m.

The church o�  ce is open 8:30 - 4:30 M-F

Redeemer
Lutheran Church

Important Dates

March 6: Ash Wednesday
March 10: Spring Forward!
March 22: INSPIRE Conference Registration Deadline
March 29 & 30: INSPIRE Women’s Conference
March 31: Deadline to direct 2018 
                        Thrivent Choice Dollars
April 6: Concordia Blue Jean Ball
April 13: Easter Egg Hunt
April 14: Palm Sunday
April 18: Maundy Thursday
April 19: Good Friday
April 21: Easter
April 22: Church O�  ce Closed for Easter
April 28: Con� rmation
May 4-11: Men’s Mission Trip to Appalachia
May 27: Church O�  ce Closed for Memorial Day
June 17-21: Vacation Bible School

Submissions for Redeemer Connection are due on 
the 20th of each month. Articles may be submitted 

by emailing katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.
com or by using the Communication Request link at 

redeemerlutheran.com.

Early Learning Center registration 
is now open for 2019-2020


