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Foreword (and fore-warned…)

• The purpose of  this study is to help students understand the different positions Christian denominations take on 
major theological issues.

• Because there are so many denominations with so many subtle variations, it’s virtually impossible exactly categorize 
each and every one.

• On the other hand, when we generalize we risk being incomplete.  So, this presentation is my best effort at 
succinctly speaking to the major differences.

• Most of  all, anyone reading or viewing this needs to remember the apostle Paul’s advice to Timothy:

• “Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself  to be godly.” - 1 Timothy 4:7



Foreword (and fore-warned…)

• There are theological issues worth major disagreements!  We need to make sure those disagreements 
are based on factual information and specifically for the purpose of  building up the body of  Christ, 
not dividing it!  So when in doubt about what someone or a particular group believes, ask them. 

• “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 
taught by demons.  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as 
with a hot iron.” - 1 Timothy 4:1-2

• As Lutherans, we believe that the Bible contains “the true and inerrant word of  God.”  All that 
stands, stands on the word. That which cannot stand on the Word should be discarded.  Use this as 
your “litmus test” for the truth - always.
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Quick Take on Two Reformers

Martin Luther (1483 – 1546)
• Sola Scriptura

• Grace Alone saves all who come

• Faith Alone is all it takes

• God is “in, with, and under” the bread and wine of  
communion

• Church and state serve God together

John Calvin (1509 – 1564)
• Sola Scriptura - ish

• Grace saves the elect who come and are “pre-destined”

• Faith demonstrates election, works must follow

• The Christian “communes” with God, but the bread and 
wine are only symbols to be noted

• Domains of  church and state must be separated to serve 
God
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