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The Turning Point of All Creation
In the book of Genesis, God very soon sets the pattern for our lives. 
There is a rhythm arising from the separation of light from darkness: “…
and there was evening and there was morning, the first day” (Genesis 
1:5). This gets expanded later on with the sun, the moon, and the stars: 
“Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days 
and years” (Genesis 1:14). 

This pattern, this rhythm, is all around us. We experience evening and 
morning, week in and week out, as seasons come and go.

In the church year’s calendar, we move from season to season in an 
ages’ old rhythm, too. Some of us enjoyed our first Christmas with 
Redeemer a scant few months ago, and we are heading towards our 
first experience of Holy Week and its culmination in Easter. But even as 
traditions and rituals are new to us, there is a comforting familiarity to 
this worship. Some of the accoutrements are new, but we’ve been here 
before.

While this annual rhythm provides balance for our lives as well as for 
the presentation of the Bible’s truth to us in worship, we have been 
emphasizing “The Turning Point of the Cross” throughout Lent. We 
have focused on the lives, many present near Calvary’s cross, which 
were forever altered by the cross of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Nicodemus, 
the Centurion, the ladies – each of them experienced something 
radically new in Jesus’ passion, death, and Resurrection.

As we prepare for Easter, we will celebrate the fact that the cross of 
our Savior truly is The Turning Point of All Creation. At that cross, and 
through its subsequent Resurrection, the world was remade. It has 
become a new creation in Jesus; the old is gone, the new has come. 
Anyone in Christ Jesus is made new as death has been solidly and 
convincingly defeated. 

God continue to bless your Lenten journey and its completion on 
Easter Sunday!

Pastor Chip Winter
Senior Pastor



Easter Breakfast

Once again the high school youth will prepare and 
serve a traditional breakfast (with a few surprises!) 
for Redeemer on Easter morning after the 6:30 and 
8:15 a.m. services. Remember to bring some cash to 
donate, or you may make contributions to the high 
school youth ministry via our online giving portal.

High school students: If you’d like to participate, come 
and help set up at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, or sign up for 
a serving shift on Easter morning.

Easter Lily Dedication

Live Easter lilies and spring fl owers will decorate the 
sanctuary and chapel on Easter. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to remember our blessings by dedicating 
one or more fl owers in honor of or in tribute to 
someone.

Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 13, 9:30 a.m.
Redeemer’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt is coming soon. We’ll have 
fun activities, tons of eggs fi lled with goodies, and more. 
We can’t wait to see you there! 

Registration and activities open at 9:30 a.m.
0-2s Easter Egg Hunt: 10:05
3-5s Easter Egg Hunt: 10:15
6 and up Easter Egg Hunt: 10:25

We need a few canopy tents and volunteers to make this a 
successful event for our children and community.Contact Jen 
at jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com if you can help.

Lent & Easter Schedule

April 3
11:30 a.m. - Meal
12:15 p.m. - Lent Worship
5:00 p.m. - Meal (Avanti’s)
                          Served by Care Ministry
6:00 p.m. Lent Worship

April 10
11:30 a.m. - Meal
12:15 p.m. - Lent Worship
5:00 p.m. - Meal (Chik-fi l-A)
           Served by Companions of Hope
6:00 p.m. - Lent Worship

April 18
12:15 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Worship
6:00 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Worship

April 19
12:15 pm. - Good Friday Worship
6:00 p.m. - Good Friday Worship

April 20
5:30 p.m. - Easter Vigil

April 21
6:30 a.m. - Sunrise Service
7:30 a.m. - Easter Breakfast
8:15 a.m. - Easter Worship
9:15 a.m. - Easter Breakfast
10:45 a.m. - Easter Worship

Cost per plant is $15. Sign up 
by April 7 in the offi  ce hallway, 
and place your envelope in the 
off ering plate or drop off  in the 
church offi  ce. Dedications will 
be listed in the worship bulletin 
on Palm Sunday weekend.

PICK UP A BAG IN THE LOBBY AND HELP US FILL THE EASTER EGGS WITH CANDY!



NEWS
Women’s Bible Study

Want to go deeper into understanding the Bible? During the months of 
April and June, the Women’s Bible Study will be looking at the Parables 
of Jesus. What do they mean? Why did Jesus speak in parables? We 
will answer these questions and try to unravel the meaning behind the 
parables. Join us on Friday mornings in the Green Room from 9:30 to 
11:00 a.m. 

2019 Youth Gathering

We are planning details for the 2019 Youth Gathering trip (held July 11-
15), and will be in touch soon to tell you about our pre-trip meetings. At 
our pre-trip meetings, we will make sure all attendees have the details 
they need to ensure that everyone has a great experience.

Dorcas Circle

Dorcas Circle will meet in Miller Hall on April 8 at 7:00 p.m. After our 
business meeting we will address Easter greeting cards to the shut-ins
of Redeemer. All ladies are welcome.

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions

The Lutheran Witness is a monthly publication (June and July are 
combined) that offers synodical news, reports from Lutherans around 
the world, features, columns, Q&As, a Bible study, and much more. There 
is no better way to keep up on all the latest LCMS news!
  
Please email or call Jamie Wisely at jamie.wisely@redeemerlutheran.
com or 691-2333, ext. 11, no later than Thursday, May 2, if you wish to 
subscribe. The cost is $15.96, and checks should be made payable to 
Redeemer Lutheran Church with “The Lutheran Witness” written on the 
memo line and sent to the attention of Jamie Wisely.

LWML Convention

Saturday, April 27, at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Danville, IL
All LWML members are invited to attend the 74th Annual Convention. 
The theme for this year is He Knows My Name. Servant events* will take 
place Friday, April 26, followed by a meal, service, and fellowship.

For more details and a registration form, pick up a packet at the 
Information Center. Contact Rhonda Kruse at 309-694-2939 with 
questions.

*As part of the servant event, the Peoria-Pekin zone is collecting shaving 
cream and packages of disposable razors to benefit veterans at Cannon 
Place in Danville. These items will be collected the weekend of April 13-
14. Contact Rhonda Kruse with questions.



Church Softball Team

Opening day is just around the corner. If you would like to come 
out for some fun and fellowship on Wednesday nights with a 
bit of softball thrown in, contact Clint Brown at 258-2994 or 
Clintoc2@gmail.com by April 12. League play will begin May 15.

Thank You Lenten Food Service Servants

We appreciate your donations of time, talents, and treasures. 
You give more than we know. Thank you to the Lil Mulvaney 
team who are serving all six lunches as they have for many 
years. Funds raised will go to the purchase of a new chainsaw 
for our LERT Chainsaw Team. Thank you to Youth Ministry, the 
Dorcas Circle, Redeemer’s Men, Small Groups, Care Ministry 
and Companions of Hope for our evening meals. Your service 
brought us fellowship and you blessed several worthy purposes. 
We thank God for YOU.

Love Your Neighbor: Why and How 
  
Begins Sunday, April 7, 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel
Do You Know Why Jesus Said, “Love Your Neighbor”? It’s simple. 
Because it works. There is no more effective way to join Jesus 
in loving than by being with, eating with, and talking with real 
people who really need the grace and truth of Jesus. By creating 
this simple context of real friendship, we are in a place where we 
can offer a little grace, a little good news, a little truth when our 
neighbor needs a cool cup of Jesus’ water.

Jesus doesn’t want you to just memorize or discuss his Word 
in church. He wants you to do it. You know why mission isn’t 
working in some of our communities? I imagine yes. Important 
questions: Are we getting to know our neighbors, eating with 
coworkers, laughing with classmates, mourning with community 
members, talking about meaningful things anyone we see on a 
regular basis? 

Let’s believe the good news and love our neighbor as we Join 
with Jesus. How do we get started? By keeping it simple! 

· Share some food
· Share some laughs
· Share some stories
· Add grace
· Repeat regularly
 
Let’s have some fun! (Your neighbor needs it) 

RSVP to Jeff Shoumaker at jeff.shoumaker@redeemerlutheran.
com or 691-2333 x14. Be equipped to disciple your children, 
friends, neighbors, and fellow church members to get up, follow 
Jesus, and join him on his mission, too. Even if you are presently 
making disciples, this class will encourage and equip you.



UPCOMING EVENTS
Antiques and Treasures

Back by popular demand! The Sixty+ Group is hosting our own Antiques 
Roadshow (without the road)! Come and join us on Thursday, April 11, at 11:30 
a.m. in Miller Hall for lunch and great fun! Bring your antique item to share or a 
personal treasure that may only be months old. Share your memories or stories 
with all! A main meat dish and drinks will be provided for $3 a person, and you 
are asked to bring a dish to share. Our lunch hosts for April are Steve and Linda 
Holcomb and Donna Schlatter. 

Sign up on the bulletin board in the office hallway or by contacting one of our 
hosts. Blank cards are there as well to take home, fill out with your name and 
information about an item you are bringing, and return to the luncheon. Please 
join us and bring a friend!
 

This year’s Redeemer Youth 
Golf Outing will be held at Laurel 
Greens on May 18. You may 
register online or in person. In 
the coming weeks, look for high 
schoolers collecting registrations 
before and after worship!

REDEEMER
GOLf OUTING

Women of Redeemer Social

April 30, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. in Miller Hall
All women are invited for fellowship and a light 
dinner. Invite your mothers, daughters, sisters, 
and friends! All ages welcome. Childcare will be 
available. Sign up by April 28. Contact Kelly Bailey 
at 309-303-4591 or cummins28@hotmail.com. 



VBS Volunteers

Our church has a great opportunity to spread 
God’s word to our community through Vacation 
Bible School. Would you like to join us in making a 
diff erence in these kids’ lives? 

We’re looking for volunteers in these areas:

• Crafts
• Games
• Snacks
• Lots of shepherds and junior shepherds 
         to lead kids around to the stations. 

VBS runs from June 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. each day. If you would like more information 
about any of the positions available, please contact 
Jen at jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com.  

Sign up online at redeemerlutheran.com/vbs

June 17-21
The Incredible Race

On your mark! Get set! Go! 
At The Incredible Race, we’re off  on a race around the world as we discover that no matter 
where we live, what language we speak, or what we look like, we are all part of the same family! 

Kids will discover we are all part of the same race, the human race, as they enjoy songs, crafts, 
games, goodies, and dramas. The Incredible Race will be an amazing adventure fi lled with 
excitement, so check it out at redeemerlutheran.com/vbs! Registration begins on April 7.



Small Groups Invite You
 
This April, Redeemer invites you to visit 
any of the following nine small groups as a 
guest. Contact any of the facilitators below or 
Jeff Shoumaker at 691-2333 ext. 14 for more 
information.  
 
Second Friday 8:00 p.m. Bible Study 
This monthly group is open to men, women, 
couples, and non-members. 
Contact greg.miller@examhand.com.

Women’s East Peoria 
6:00 a.m. Tuesday Panera Bible Study  
If your evenings are packed, here is a solution. 
Join these ladies before work/school for 
encouragement and fellowship. It’s happening 
weekly, but irregular attendance is fine. 
Contact Betty Loyd at 309-256-3035.

Fibromyalgia Support Group
This monthly group provides acceptance and 
understanding, helps members understand 
parameters and symptoms, and shares best 
practices and new information on topics like diet, 
exercise, medication, and lifestyle. 
Contact Clair Divert at 453-6999.

Hospitality  
Our weekly team of Sunday refreshment 
providers don’t just buy items, prep, serve, 
and clean. They bring joy and fellowship to us. 
To learn more about these helping hands and 
perhaps pitch in when you are available, contact 
Colleen Slane at crs1525@gmail.com.

Festival Choir  
Are you a devoted singer? Make a joyful noise 
at special services and at the 8:15 service with 
this talented group. Rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
Contact Sharon Holton at 692-5991. 

Garden Club  
Would you like to make God’s landscape beautiful 
by planting flowers, moving mulch, or keeping 
things wet when it doesn’t rain? These are some 
of our duties. We get exercise and have fun and 
meet depending on the weather and needs. 
Contact Merle Krause at 370-8078.
  
Social Planning 
This relational group will create a few fun 
fellowship events for Redeemer such as picnics, 
bowling, appetizer events, or pool parties. They 
have fun planning also. Contact Katie Lunzman 
at katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.com.
 



ELC Calendar
 
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 13 9:30-11:00 a.m.

Spring Concert
Wednesday, May 1 6:30 p.m.

End of the Year Picnic
Friday, May 10 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
In the field north of the parking lot

Preschool Graduation
Wednesday, May 15 6:30 p.m.

Last Day of Preschool
Tuesday, May 14 2 year olds
Wednesday, May 15 3 year olds and Pre-K

Summer Camp Begins 
Monday, June 3

REDEEMER
Early Learning Center

Preschool & Childcare

Redeemer Early Learning Center
 
If you have not decided on a preschool for your little one, 
we invite you to check out the Early Learning Center at 
Redeemer. We are very fortunate to have a wonderful staff 
nurturing our children!

Contact Sue Skahill at 691-2333 ext. 15 to schedule a tour, 
where you can visit the classrooms, meet some of the 
staff, and see what the children are learning and the fun 
they’re having in preschool!

Preschool Bible Presentation

During Chapel in March, we presented Bibles to our Pre-K 
children that are going on to Kindergarten. Ms. Jen led 
the service and the parents and guests were blessed 
with a Bible story and songs performed by the children.  
Afterwards we celebrated with refreshments in the Life 
Center. The children and guests thoroughly enjoyed their 
morning!
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 2019-2020

309-691-2333 ext. 15
redeemerelc.com
facebook.com/redeemerelc



Did you know that eligible Thrivent members directed almost $100,000* 
to Redeemer Lutheran Church between 2010 and 2018?

We have been blessed with many opportunities to do the Lord’s work through our gifts of time, 
talents, and treasures. Directing Choice Dollars to Redeemer is one way you can help support our 
efforts. If you are a Thrivent member, contact your representative today and ask how you can be a 

part of this member-advised charitable outreach program!

Online Giving

Redeemer Lutheran Church utilizes Cleargive Payment Solutions services for online giving.

Make a one-time donation or set up a schedule of automatic donations. 
Log in at any time to make changes or view your giving history.

Online giving also allows you to register for church events, make payments to Redeemer 
Early Learning Center, or make donations in memory or honor of a loved one.

REDEEMERLUTHERAN.COM/GIVE

 *The majority of these dollars ($67,434) were allocated prior to understanding the program requirements in late 2015.
 
Of the $67,434 received between 2010-2015:
 
64.1% offset church expenses in 2010-2013 (7.6% in 2013 was specifically used towards the mortgage);
29% represents Choice Dollars received in 2014 and 2015 which offset the Peru Mission budget commitment;
3.8% supported seminarians and those attending Concordia universities to pursue church work related careers; and
3.1% of Choice Dollars went to support our internal benevolence mission.
 
Upon reviewing the requirements in October 2015 (“…funds are intended to advance the missional impact of Christian 
organizations…”), it was determined that the disbursement of Choice Dollars would be prayerfully voted upon by Redeemer’s Council 
members. At the time of the vote, members would consider what was deemed appropriate to further the mission and ministry of 
Redeemer through three categories: international and local missions, our internal benevolence, and those committing to serve the 
Lord (seminarians and church work related fields).
 
The Council voted to allocate one-third of all 2016 dollars ($14,191) to each category.
 
Choice Dollars received in 2017 and 2018 ($17,990) were split as follows:
 
73.6% to seminarians and those attending Concordia universities to pursue church work related careers and
26.4% to our internal benevolence.



Tithes & Offerings

Actual $248,604

Budget $275,674

90.2%

Average Attendance
547

New Feature at the Food Pantry
 
Did you know that items like toilet paper, detergent, 
diapers, feminine care products, and hygiene items 
can not be purchased with food stamps? These are 
products that we all use every day and they are often 
the most expensive items in our grocery cart. Since 
these items are frequently requested by guests at 
the food pantry, we have started a new feature at 
the pantry, a “personal care pantry”. 

Guests can choose from a selection of these high 
demand items. This new ministry is designed to 
support the dignity and worth of all God’s people 
by helping to meet basic needs. As always, we 
appreciate your support and prayers for the pantry 
operation of Redeemer’s Care Ministry.  

Likes on Facebook
723

February 2019

Care Ministry Update
 
It has been a long cold winter, but the pantry 
has survived thanks to the volunteers and the 
pantry donations. We will be preparing for the 
summer when the kids are out of school.  

A special thank you to Jan Uken for serving 
as our pantry coordinator. She, and all of 
her helpers, have made some much needed 
changes in the presentation of the food and the 
variety. Thank you to all!

DONATIONS FOR CARE MINISTRY CAN BE DROPPED OFF 
AT ANY TIME IN THE WAGON OUTSIDE THE CHURCH LIBRARY

Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project

Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project is a 
prison ministry we will be participating 
in to help keep children in touch with 
their incarcerated parent.

A small library of books are taken into 
a prison, where the inmates can select 
a book and are recorded as they read 
part of it. The book and recording are 
then sent to the child, enabling them 
to hear the voice of their parent as 
they follow along in the book. 

A book drive for this ministry will be 
held soon. Stay tuned!

CARE MINISTRY



Chip Winter Senior Pastor ext. 13
chip.winter@redeemerlutheran.com

Philip Doublestein Pastor, Youth & Young Adult ext. 29
philip.doublestein@redeemerlutheran.com

Phyllis Call Care Ministry ext. 35
phyllis.call@redeemerlutheran.com

Johanna Harms Administrative Assistant ext. 10
johanna.harms@redeemerlutheran.com

Scott Ibe Worship and Music ext. 16
scott.ibe@redeemerlutheran.com

Katie Lunzman Communications ext. 18
katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.com

Angie Phillips Care Ministry ext. 30
angela.phillips@redeemerlutheran.com

Louisa Pummill Early Learning Center ext. 28
louisa.pummill@redeemerlutheran.com

Jennifer Roettjer Children’s Ministry ext. 31
jennifer.roettjer@redeemerlutheran.com

Jeff Schlatter Building, Grounds & Facility Use ext. 25
jeff.schlatter@redeemerlutheran.com

Jeff Shoumaker Missions/Small Groups ext. 14
jeff.shoumaker@redeemerlutheran.com

Sue Skahill Early Learning Center ext. 15
sue.skahill@redeemerlutheran.com

Jamie Wisely Business/HR Manager ext. 11
jamie.wisely@redeemerlutheran.com

Ron Miller Visitation Pastor

Tara Barker Nursery Coordinator 309-453-8764

Staff

6801 N. Allen Road
Peoria, IL 61614
309-691-2333
redeemerlutheran.com
facebook.com/redeemerpeoria
redeemerpeoria

Sunday worship is at 8:15 a.m. 
(traditional) and 10:45 a.m. 
(contemporary) with Bible study hour 
and Sunday school at 9:40 a.m.

Saturday evening worship is at 5:30 p.m.

The church office is open 8:30 - 4:30 M-F

Redeemer
Lutheran Church

Important Dates

April 6: Concordia Blue Jean Ball
April 13: Easter Egg Hunt
April 14: Palm Sunday
April 18: Maundy Thursday
April 19: Good Friday
April 21: Easter
April 22: Church Office Closed for Easter
April 28: Confirmation
May 4-11: Men’s Mission Trip to Appalachia
May 18: Golf Outing
May 27: Church Office Closed for Memorial Day
June 17-21: Vacation Bible School
September 29: Church Picnic

Submissions for Redeemer Connection are due on 
the 20th of each month. Articles may be submitted 

by emailing katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.
com or by using the Communication Request link at 

redeemerlutheran.com.

ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild needs help! If you’re interested, 

contact Donna Schlatter at 681-1085.


