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Redeemer Lutheran Church

Celebrating Christ by growing up, growing out, and growing together




Baptism Preparation Process

Baptism is an important part of a person's faith journey of Celebrating Christ. Through Baptism we are given the grace, Spirit and a brand-new life begun in Christ. Its power lies in the relationship and faith given by God and should be joined together with Christian education and worship. (Ephesians 2:8-10; Matthew 28:19-20) If you would like to have deeper understanding of our belief on Baptism please view our website and/or contact one of our pastors.  

Baptism is a major life event and a great opportunity to continue Celebrating Christ by Growing Up – Out – Together. In order to assist you in this discipleship process we do ask that all go through our Baptismal Preparation Process.  For most individuals this will take place in the form of a Baptismal Class and for those who don’t live in the Peoria area individual sessions can be scheduled with a Pastor. You may be thinking, “Why?”  Well, thanks for asking a good question.  
As disciples of Jesus at Redeemer we strive to center our lives around Jesus through our mission statement, so that Christ would be fully celebrated in our lives. This process will give you an opportunity to meet and learn from others at this life stage (Together), understand the meaning-power-blessing of Baptism for daily life (Up-Out), and discuss how nurture this Gift given by God (Up –Together).

Parents who are expecting and intending to have their children Baptized are encouraged to make this a part of their preparation before baby is born.  Again you will get to meet other parents at this life stage, begin to think through the role of Godparents, and experience new phase of life focusing on your own discipleship and spiritual growth.

 Next Steps:

1. Complete the form on the next page to sign up and initiate the Baptism preparation process.
2. Email the completed form back to katie.lunzman@redeemerlutheran.com. Katie will be in touch with you to confirm the date and time of the Baptism.  If you don’t have these details yet, feel free to email Katie or call her at 691-2333 ext. 18 when you have more information.
3. Attending the Baptismal classes will be the next step for most people.  For those that don’t live in the Peoria area, we request that you schedule a meeting with one of the Pastors prior to the Baptism.
Additional Details:

· Baptisms are offered during worship services on the second and fourth weekends of the month.  Our services currently are on Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
· Private Baptisms are also offered before or after worship services on most any weekend of the year. These typically occur at 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays or 12:00 p.m. on Sundays.  

· We do ask families to arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the service. When you arrive make contact with the Elder on duty. This will provide time to handle any last minute details, questions, seating arrangements for the family, and/or time for the pastor to meet Godparents and family if possible.  

· If possible we would like to have the emails for Godparents.  Katie will email them some information (that you will receive in the Baptismal class) about the blessings of Baptism and the role and responsibility of Godparents.  We encourage them to follow-up with you or any of our Pastors if they have thoughts or questions.  
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	Date:

	Time:

	Pastor:


Baptism Preparation Process Form
This will help assist Redeemer Staff in following up with you.  The spaces below are expandable.  Click and Type!

	Name of person(s) being baptized (information will be used for Baptismal Certificate)
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Place of Birth (city & state)
	

	Parents of person being baptized (if a child)
	

	Mother’s Maiden Name
	

	Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	

	Godparent(s) (include email address in parentheses)
	


Godparents can be an incredible blessing to the baptized. Godparents should regularly pray for their Godchild, should assist in supporting and nurturing the Christian faith in their Godchild’s life, and provide encouragement of spiritual growth throughout all of life.  Therefore, Godparents should be baptized and committed Christians.  They too will be committing before God to live a life of holiness through faith in Jesus Christ and love of their neighbors.   
Baptism Preparation Class:  Choose a date to attend a 2 session experience before your preferred Baptism date. This will give you an opportunity to meet and learn from others at the life stage, understand the meaning-power-blessing of Baptism for daily life, and discuss how to nurture this gift given by God. 

The dates for 2012 are:

Please place an X in the box after your chosen class session.

	February 19 & 26
	

	June 17 & 24
	

	September 23 & 30
	

	December 9 & 16
	

	Request for Individual Session        (for those who don’t live in the Peoria area)
	


Preferred date of Baptism (provide three in order of preference, if possible):  
Preferred time:  

Additional Questions or Comments:  
